
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Andrew Sullivan 

Department: Public Administration and Policy Analysis 

Email Address: andsull@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3762 

Campus Mail Box: AH 3128 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to four additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[x] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

No. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

AH 3128; Online. 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students from these 

areas: -- math; civil engineering; political science; education; any business major; sociology; social work; 

psychology; English; geography; history 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

This research activity will involve assisting in studying homeless assistance policies at the community 

level. In other words, what can cities and communities do to end homelessness and increase housing 

security? There are two main, but interrelated projects. One is studying how the state of nonprofits in 

homeless service provision (like shelters) and their effect on reducing homelessness. The second project 

is implementing a survey of communities asking how each works toward racial equity in homeless 

services, what aspects of equity they focus on, and developing a framework for communities to use in 

this work, merging learnings from practice with theory. The two projects will then overlap to connect 

the data and evaluation with survey responses and build best-practices and policies for communities to 

best increase racial equity in their homeless service provision. Data and surveys will also be connected 

to student homelessness data to determine spillovers of housing programs for schools 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Student responsibilities will depend on students' interests and skills. Possible tasks involve: data 

management for nonprofit homeless service providers, analyzing financial information of said 

nonprofits, conducting literature reviews, developing survey instruments, implementing and sending out 

surveys, collecting and analyzing responses, mapping (GIS), making graphics, writing up mini-reports and 

findings, and statistical analyses. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

Students will gain a greater understanding of homeless service provision in the USA, how they are 

working toward racial equity, and how to review nonprofit financial data. They will also learn skills 

transferable to any field, including researching past knowledge through literature reviews, interpreting 

(and even implementing) statistical analysis, conducting survey research, and conveying knowledge 

through both writing and graphics. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

n/a 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

n/a 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

n/a 



Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

n/a 


